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There is not the slightest doubt that the speaking in tongues as the initial sign of the 

baptism in the spirit was the most distinctive sign of the Pentecostal Movement 

ever since the days of the revival in Topeka and Asuzastreet. This was the great 

“discovery” that lead to the rise of the classical Pentecostal Movement. It is still the 

theological position of all the major Pentecostal denominations around the globe. 

Since the seventies it has also by and large become the position of international 

Charismatic and Renewal movements. 

 

Biblical foundation 

There are five cases in the Bible where a report is given of people receiving the Holy 

Spirit – all of them in the book of Acts: 

1. Acts 2 – The Day of Pentecost 

2. Acts 8 – The Samaritans 

3. Acts 9 – Paul 

4. Acts 10 – Cornelius and his house 

5. Acts 19 – The disciples in Ephesus 

 

In three of these it is explicitly stated that they immediately spoke in tongues. In the 

other two instances it is implicated. It is therefore safe to say that in Bible times 

people who were baptized in the Holy Spirit also spoke in tongues. There is also 

ample evidence that this was the practice during the first century of the Christian 

Church. 

 

Conclusion  

When the cases above are studied, I come to the following conclusions: 

 

It appears to have been the expected manifestation in the early church for believers 

to speak in tongues when they were baptized in the Spirit. Other signs could also 

follow, but the speaking in tongues was time and again the common denominator. 

This wasn’t meant to be a theological point of dispute, it was God’s working. (Acts 

2:4) 

 

Apart from the manifold blessings of speaking in tongues, it also confirmed to the 

speaker as well as the bystanders that the person was really baptized in the Spirit. 

(Acts 2:33 and 11:15-17)  

 



If we agree that this was the pattern and norm in New Testament times, why should 

we not expect the same to happen today? If someone would today contend that you 

could be baptized without the initial sign of speaking in tongues, how does one get 

around Scripture? 

 

I am confident to say that the speaking in tongues is the Biblical norm and first sign 

accompanying the baptism in the Holy Spirit. God in His wisdom has determined it to 

be the case. If we don’t except this as norm, we open the door for subjectivism, 

speculation and confusion. According to the Biblical examples both the person 

baptized as well as the bystanders knew what happened when he or she spoke in 

tongues.  

 

If we no longer accept this normative, Biblical sign, how can anyone be absolutely 

sure that he/she was really baptized in the Spirit? Subjective experiences, signs and 

conclusions will then lead to confusion and speculation.  

 

This happened in history. When the Biblical example and norm were no longer 

upheld, the baptism in the Spirit soon became a powerless doctrine and sacrament. 

This danger is again relevant today. Let us hold on to the Biblical example! 

 

Why tongues? 

I needn’t have to argue about the meaningfulness of glossolalia. I’m satisfied to 

speak as the Spirit gives utterance. (Acts 2:4) There is however a number of blessings 

attached to the speaking in tongues: 

1. A perceptible indication that the Spirit dwells in me and controls my life. 

2. A sure confirmation that Jesus is really raised from the tomb and seated at 

the right hand of the Father. (Acts 2:33) 

3. One of the most sublime ways to magnify God. (Acts 2:11; 10:46) 

4. Your personal and secret prayer-language – even the devil does not 

understand it! (1 Cor.14: 2) 

5. One of the surest and most wonderful ways to edify oneself. (1 Cor. 14:4) 

6. If it is interpreted it becomes a blessing to others as well. (1 Cor. 14:5) 

7. No one knows my deepest weaknesses, desires and needs better than the 

Holy Spirit. He knows best how to make it known to God – with groanings 

that cannot be uttered. (Rom. 8:26) 

8.  In specific cases it serves as a sign to unbelievers. (1 Cor. 14:22) 

9.  With reference to tongues, 1 Cor. 14:21 refers to Isaiah 28:11+12 which says: 

“This is the rest with which you may cause the weary to rest, and this is the 

refreshing.” Have you experienced the refreshing that speaking in tongues 

bring?  



Apart from these advantages and blessings there is indeed special significance 

attached to this sign that the Holy Spirit gives to signify that someone is now under 

the control of the Holy Spirit. Remember that the control of the Spirit in the life of 

the believer is part of the purpose of the baptism in the Holy Spirit.  

 

Why then is glossolalia significant? The Bible makes no secret which part of man is 

most difficult to control. James 3:2 say it is the tongue. Verse 8 says: “But no man 

can tame the tongue.” When a believer is filled with the Holy Spirit his whole being 

comes under the control of the Holy Spirit – spirit, soul and body. In the light of what 

the Bible say about the tongue, it is logical that it will be the last member of my body 

to succumb to the control of the Spirit.  

 

Now this tongue begins to speak a new language, not produced or controlled by my 

mind, but under the control of the Spirit. What more appropriate sign that my total 

being is now under the control of God!  

 

Oh, for the wisdom of God! Can there be a more appropriate and significant 

demonstration that one is baptized in the Spirit? 

 

Are there other signs? 

Although we believe that glossolalia is the initial sign, we do not believe it is the only 

sign. Surely other signs of being filled with the Spirit should follow. The speaking in 

tongues is not the purpose of the baptism in the Spirit – it is a sign and a blessed 

bonus. If the only difference between a person before and after he/she is filled with 

the Spirit, is glossolalia, he/she is limiting and grieving the Holy Spirit and robbing 

him/herself of the fullness of the baptism.  

 

After one is baptized in the Spirit, more signs can be expected: 

1. The fruit of the Spirit in an increasing way. 

2. A powerful (dunamis) life. (Acts 1:8) 

3. A passion and desire to witness. (Acts 1:8b) 

4. Finding and fulfilling your ministry in the body of Christ. (1 Cor. 12) 

5. A new dimension of worship. (John 4:24) 

 

1 Cor. 12:30 

In conclusion I consider it necessary to say a few words about the above text 

because it is often used as an argument that tongues are not for everybody: “Do all 

speak in tongues?”  

 

Lets look at it in context: In 1 Cor. 12:12-31 Paul is focusing on the gifts of the Spirit 

in ecclesiastic/congregational context. See for example vs 28. Then he mentions a 



number of gifts/ministries that function in the congregation, amongst them tongues 

and interpretation. Of course we agree with this. The church functions like a body 

with a variety of members. The different members have different functions. In the 

congregational set-up it is obvious that not everyone operates in the gifts of tongues 

– there is a diversity of gifts for the edification of the body.  

 

1 Cor. 12:30 does not at all refer to tongues in the personal life of the believer or to 

tongues as a sign of the baptism in the Spirit. In the assembly tongues have to be 

accompanied with the interpretation thereof – except if the whole assembly is 

singing or praying in tongues. In the believers personal life however, Paul actually 

teaches the opposite than in 1 Cor. 12:30 – see 1 Cor. 14:5, 18+19. There he wishes 

that everyone speaks in tongues daily. That’s why there is no interpretation of 

tongues in Acts – because the tongues were every time personal and not in 

congregational context.  

 

That’s why 1 Cor. 12:30 is not applicable in the cases of tongue-speaking in Acts, 

where glossolalia was seen as the sign of being filled with the Spirit or in the 

believers personal prayer life. This promise is true for every believer – Acts. 2:39! 

 


