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THE FAVOUR (CHARIS) OF GOD 

Isak Burger 

 

Someone once said that life is not about winning or losing. It is about winning! Although 

this statement needs qualification, it serves to underline a basic human mind-set: 

People love to be part of a winning team. They crave personal success, and in their 

churches they prefer to be where there is growth and success. 

The world needs a successful church  

Currently, the conversion rate in the Church does not match the phenomenal natural 

birthrate of the world. The Church has to be successful because there is no other hope 

for a physically expanding but spiritually dying world, except salvation through Jesus 

Christ. For this reason pastors as well as members should never be satisfied with a 

stagnant church that caters only to the existing members. 

What is a successful Church?  

Of course our motives for success are not the same as those of the secular and 

corporate institutions of the world. In the latter, success is measured from first to last by 

financial achievement. For the church, success is “to plunder hell and populate heaven” 

(to quote Reinhard Bonnke). An unsuccessful church will never fulfill the Great 

Commission. In Christ, God has given us all we need to be successful. Calvary and the 

Upper Room guarantee our eventual success.  

Requirements for success 

Success depends both on factors we can control as well as factors that are beyond our 

control. Some of the things that contribute to success are hard work, initiative, skill and 

an enterprising spirit. 

 

Success in the ministry is also a combination of factors. Bible school students can be 

taught the theory of becoming a successful pastor. You can teach them about prayer, 

strategizing, diligence, inter-personal skills, sound theology and how to prepare a 

sermon. These things will improve their chances but cannot guarantee success. 
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On the other hand there are pastors who are not necessarily better equipped, or more 

prayerful, or better preachers, and yet it is as though they have discovered some secret 

to the abundant blessings of God. Others again are exceptionally gifted but do not really 

achieve ministerial success. 

Factor X (Xaris) 

Amazingly, it happens that there are assemblies where, for many years, there is no real 

growth and then, all of a sudden there is astounding growth under the same leader. If 

you ask what the reason is, they cannot tell you what has been done differently and so 

the reason for the newfound success remains a mystery. Often they correctly attribute it 

to the unmerited favour of God.  

 

Favour is one of those factors that are hard to define but which contribute to real and 

lasting success within the Kingdom of God. Favour comes from the Greek word charis 

(XARIS). This word is sometimes translated in the New Testament with grace and 

sometimes with favour. Although it is not easy to decide which translation would be the 

better one, the word grace has a more general meaning. In this sense, God shows 

grace/charis to all people alike. He gives life, rain and other blessings to unbelievers and 

to the enemies of God as well as to believers. 

 

On the other hand favour refers to acts of kindness to those in whom God delights. 

However, this distinction is not absolute. It seems that favour is a greater measure of 

charis that God gives to some people according to His own pleasure. But it is important 

to note that no one can ever deserve charis and God is not accountable to anyone for 

blessing someone. 

Some characteristics of Charis 

No single word in English can fully explain or define the content and mystery of the 

word charis. Someone defined it as: “God’s unmerited, free, spontaneous love.”  The 

English dictionary defines it as: “To look upon or behave toward with kindness, grace 

and love.” 

 

Does this kind of grace from God really make a difference? We read of Stephen in Acts 

6: 8 (NIV):  “Now Stephen, a man full of God’s grace (charis) and power, did great 

wonders and miraculous signs among the people.” This man’s remarkable ministry is 

ascribed to God’s favour (charis) and Luke found it worth mentioning. Later in Acts11: 
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22 and 23, the church in Jerusalem sent Barnabas to Antioch and verse 23 (NV) says: 

“When he arrived and saw the evidence of the grace (charis) of God, he was glad…” This 

favour made a difference and the effect of charis was evident to Barnabas. 

 

Charis is bestowed by a superior on an inferior 

Charis/favour is the action of a superior towards an inferior. It is never the other way 

round. God shows favour and bestows grace. No one can do God a favour or show grace 

to Him. 

 

Favour is bestowed on those with whom God is well-pleased. 

God’s divine pleasure in certain people is the basis of His favour in their lives. Of Jesus 

Himself it is said that He increased in favour (charis) before God and we read in Math. 

12: 18: “Behold! My Servant whom I have chosen, My Beloved in whom My soul is well 

pleased.”  At His baptism in Math. 3: 17 we read: “And suddenly a voice came from 

heaven saying, ‘This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased’” and on the Mount 

of Transfiguration the Father said the same words.  

 

I repeat: God bestows His charis especially on those in whom He is well-pleased. Why 

would the Bible challenge us in Efes. 5: 10 to find out “what is acceptable to the Lord”, in 

other words – what pleases Him? In Numbers 14: 8 Joshua and Caleb said to the people: 

“If the Lord delights in us, then He will bring us into the land, and give it to us, a land 

which floweth with milk and honey.” If the Lord delights in us! 

 

Favour is not only bestowed, but must be received 

There are hardly any of God’s dealings with us where we are mere passive receivers. The 

Roman Catholic view that good works could earn God’s grace and salvation was 

countered by the Reformation which, in reaction, emphasized the sovereignty of God to 

such an extent that man almost became a passive receiver. 

 

On the contrary, the Bible commands us: “Draw nigh to God and He will draw nigh to 

you.” (James 4: 8).  God’s blessings and His charis do not simply fall on a passive person. 

Jesus says to the lame man in John 5: 8: “Rise, take up thy bed and walk.” Jesus didn’t 

first heal him.  He expected a demonstration of his faith. In God’s dealings with us – 

salvation, Holy Spirit baptism, healing – there is always a response of faith on our part. 

Yes, the initiative always comes from God – He speaks, He calls, but there must be a 

human response to His initiative.  

 



P a g e  | 4  

 

We can grow in charis, remain in charis or fall from charis 

Charis is not passive or static. One can increase and grow in God’s favour.  Listen to Luke 

2: 52: “And Jesus increased in wisdom and stature, and in favour (charis) with God and 

man.” The same is said of Samuel in 1 Sam. 2: 26: “And the child Samuel grew in stature, 

and in favor both with the Lord and men.”  It is clear that we can increase in the favour 

of God. 2 Peter 3:18 says: “But grow in the grace (charis), and in the knowledge of our 

Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.”  

 

If one can increase in charis then one can certainly also decrease.  In Heb. 12: 15 we are 

warned not to fall short of the grace (charis) of God. Indeed your position regarding 

God’s charis can to a large extent be determined by yourself. Listen to Gal. 5: 4: “Christ 

is become of no effect unto you, whosoever of you are justified by the law; ye are fallen 

from grace (charis).”  

 

So, God gives charis – we can never deserve it, but we are not merely passive recipients. 

We can either gain a greater measure of it or we can allow it to diminish in our lives.  

Attributes which qualify us for Charis 

I cannot deserve God’s favour but I can seek it.  I do not seek the favour of men, but I 

unashamedly seek the favour of God with all that is within me. It is undeserved and 

given according to the will and pleasure of God, but there is Biblical evidence of certain 

attitudes and attributes that either qualify or disqualify one from receiving God’s charis.  

 

What I am saying may sound controversial, and I do not say it without qualification. As a 

child of God, I can come to a place where I qualify for His undeserved favour as I prove 

what is acceptable to Him and seek His favour,   

 

Humility 

Listen carefully to James 4: 6: “But He gives more grace. Therefore He says: ‘God resists 

the proud, but gives grace (charis) to the humble.’  You will find the same words in 1 

Peter 5:5. A person who is full of himself, haughty, proud, and arrogant is disqualified 

from charis at the outset.  Prov 3:34 also asserts that God only gives grace/favour to the 

humble: “Surely He scorns the scornful, but gives grace to the humble.” 

 

Many, who are naturally talented and who qualify for success according to human 

standards are disqualified from charis/favour, because they are too aware of their own 

talents and capabilities. We need to realize our utter dependence on God.  Jesus Himself 
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said: “Without Me you can do nothing” (Jn 15: 5). John the Baptist, who was accredited 

by Jesus Himself as being the greatest ever born of a woman (Matt. 11: 11) was also the 

one who confessed: “He must increase, but I must decrease” (Jn 3:30).  

 

Of course we know that a person who is truly humble will never need to testify about it. 

If that becomes necessary it is most likely faked. Both God and men will recognize true 

humility. Beware of any brand of Christianity that glorifies man and tries to make him 

God. We call it humanism but it is a very old trick of Satan. He is the author and 

originator of a spirit of pride, arrogance and haughtiness. True humility and meekness is 

a revelation of the character of Jesus and qualifies one for God’s favour.  

 

Those who are humble, those who realize how much they need God and how 

dependent they are on Him – they qualify for charis even though they don’t deserve it. If 

you seek God’s favour in your life, your ministry and your church, you need to know that 

true humility is required. 

 

Confession of sins: 

Humility leads us into a place of dependence on God and acknowledgement of our own 

brokenness, fallibility, shortcomings and mistakes. This constrains us to confess our sins, 

ask forgiveness and maintain our right standing with God. The attitude of David after he 

sinned comes to mind: “The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit. A broken and a contrite 

heart – these, O God, You will not despise.” That’s where grace/charis starts – for sinner 

and saint alike.  

 

No wonder David experienced the favour of God – even after he failed God so dismally. 

Some people miss God’s favour and grace in their lives because they are walking around 

with sins they have not confessed. When you bow before God with a broken and 

contrite heart, you qualify for charis, even though you don’t deserve it. 

 

Faith: 

Faith is also a gift of God.  There is no quick recipe and there are no rules for faith. Faith 

depends on your relationship with God. Your level of faith is determined by your 

knowledge of God and your love for God. Your trust and confidence in a person is 

directly related to your knowledge about and love for that person. Real faith is the result 

of an intimate walk with God. 
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Faith is the prerequisite to receiving all other promises and gifts, including charis. Listen 

to James 1: 5-7: “If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all liberally 

and without reproach, and it will be given unto him. But let him ask in faith, with no 

doubting, for he who doubts is like a wave of the sea driven and tossed by the wind. For 

let not that man suppose that he will receive anything from the Lord.”  Unbelief cancels 

out what God intended to give to you.  

 

You qualify for the favour/charis of God if you trust Him. In Matt. 15: 28 Jesus said to 

the Canaanite woman: “O woman, great is your faith! Be it to you as you desire.” Jesus 

used almost the same words in answer to the faith of the centurion in Math. 8: 13: “Go 

your way, and as you have believed, so let it be done for you.”  

 

Integrity 

Integrity includes qualities such as truth, sincerity, genuineness, honesty. It can be 

summarized as having a pure heart. Psalm 24: 3-5 says: “Who may ascend into the hill of 

the Lord? Or who may stand in His holy place? He who has clean hands and a pure heart, 

who has not lifted up his soul to an idol, nor sworn deceitfully. He shall receive blessing 

from the Lord.”   

 

God disassociates Himself from lies and falseness. A person who is not honest and 

sincere before God and man, whose motives and intentions are false, is disqualified 

from God’s favour. God delights in those who walk in truth, honesty and genuineness. 

How encouraging is Psalm 84: 11: “For the Lord God is a sun and shield; the Lord will give 

grace and glory; no good thing will He withhold from those who walk uprightly.”  

 

Being IN Christ 

Lastly and most importantly – Jesus is God’s Favourite. He is, above all, the Beloved, the 

One with Whom God is well-pleased (Matt. 3:17; 12:18; 17:5.). Because Christ is God’s 

Favourite, you and I can share in God’s charis/favour if we are in Christ and are 

identified with Him. Jesus Christ is the focal point of God’s charis. 

 

The vilest sinner will receive grace and mercy if he comes to God through Christ. In 

Christ you will find God’s charis in seeking the baptism in the Holy Spirit. Christ is God’s 

real Favourite and you may join in God’s favour/charis if you identify and associate 

yourself with Him.  Listen to the significant statement in Rom. 5:2,: “Therefore, having 

been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through 

whom also we have access by faith into this grace (charis) in which we stand.”  This 
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verse clearly spells out the way into the charis of God. It clearly says that it is through 

Christ Jesus!  

 

The more we associate ourselves with Christ and are in Christ, the more we come to a 

place where we can increase and grow in charis. To be loosened from Christ, means to 

be outside of charis.  Those who are in Christ, those who are bound to Him, who are one 

with Him – they will increase and grow in charis. 

 

Let us seek God’s charis 

There are so many good and important things we can and should do to be successful in 

ministry – yet, without the charis of God we may find that much of our labor is in vain. 

Do you remember the words in Psalm 127:1: “Unless the Lord builds the house, they 

labor in vain who build it; unless the Lord guards the city, the watchman stays awake in 

vain.” 

  

Let us again remember that it is all because of Him; He has already deserved everything 

for us on the cross. To the extent that we make Christ the centre of everything – our 

lives, our ministry, our church and our liturgy – we will experience the charis of God. 

Only He can open the door to the Father: “Whatever you ask the Father in My name…” 

(Jn 14:13). 

 

It is Christ - through the Holy Spirit - who works the gifts and ministries in and through 

us. Christ, our Savior, Deliverer, Redeemer, Healer and Baptizer in the Spirit, the 

Almighty!  He is the Alpha and Omega, who is, who was and who is to come. In Him we 

will find charis and true success. Without His favour, we labor in vain!  

 

Oh! How I need and how I seek His charis! 


